DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
M.F.A. THESIS APPLICATION FORM

NAME

(Last) (First) (M)
ADDRESS

(Street) (City) (State) (Zip Code)
TELEPHONE EMAIL

The Application Form and the Thesis Proposal are due November 15.

All MFA students must register for a total of 12 THESIS HOURS during their course of study.
These hours are normally distributed over 3 semesters, 4 hours each semester.

(Working) Thesis Title

THESIS COMMITTEE:

[ 1forpay [ ]banked Director:

(Name) (Signature)
[ 1forpay [ ]banked Reader #1:

(Name) (Signature)
[ 1forpay [ ]banked Reader #2:

(Name) (Signature)

At the beginning of each semester following one in which the student is registered for thesis
hours, the student will meet with his or her thesis committee to discuss progress in the writing
of the thesis. Each director of a committee will report in writing to the director of the MFA
program as to the student’s progress.

EN 699 THESIS: After proposal is approved, register for EN 699 Thesis by completing
Approval for Thesis form. Form is available in the English Office.



Proposal for Thesis Hours

Semester 1

(Designate fall, winter, summer and year)
Total Credits

Amount of work to be completed
(Approximate number of manuscript pages)

Semester 2

(Designate fall, winter, summer and year)
Total Credits

Amount of work to be completed
(Approximate number of manuscript pages)

Semester 3

(Designate fall, winter, summer and year)
Total Credits

Amount of work to be completed
(Approximate number of manuscript pages)

STUDENT PROPOSAL FOR M.F.A. THESIS

In 500 words or less, write an overview describing the material you will write for your M.F.A.
thesis.

(1) Describe the structure of the creative work you intend to produce.
For example:
Is your fiction a traditional novel with the continuity of chapters, a single narrator,
and a straightforward chronology? Is your nonfiction a collection of interrelated
stories or essays that have thematic resonance? As a poet, do you intend to write
in formal poetry or free verse? What does the shape of your creative work have to
do with the content?

(2) Elaborate on the creative material.
For example:
What do you intend to create thematically in fiction, poetry, or nonfiction? Even
if you have only begun this work, it is reasonable to expect that you have thought
about what this creative work will mean. Of course, meaning evolves during the
writing of a thesis, what are the continuous elements in poetry, fiction or
nonfiction that give your work thematic weight?



MFA THESIS

MFEA Thesis Requirements:
Fiction/180 pages, minimum
Nonfiction/180 pages, minimum
Poetry/50 pages, minimum

Guidelines for the actual production of the manuscript (mechanics, paper, number of copies,
preliminary pages that the Office of Graduate Studies requires, due dates) are the same
guidelines used by M.A. students. These guidelines can be found on the following web site:
http://www.nmu.edu/gradstudies/thesis/.

In addition to the manuscript produced, each MFA student is required to write a prefatory essay,
which will be included with the thesis materials and submitted to the Office of Graduate Studies.
The essay, at least 10 pages in length, should discuss the relationship between the student’s
reading and writing.

The MFA candidate will be expected to compile a reading list, approved by the thesis director.
These texts may include required texts from 600-level classes, as well as additional books chosen
by the student, both critical and creative. On the occasion of the student’s defense for the MFA
degree, it is assumed that those in attendance will ask questions relevant to these readings and
the creative work produced.
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