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E D U C A T I O N 
 

Ph.D. in English Studies (Composition and Pedagogy emphasis); Illinois State University - May 2001 
 
MA in English (Composition and Rhetoric emphasis); Texas A&M University – Commerce - August 1997 
 
BA in English and Psychology (Writing Emphasis); Texas Christian University - May 1986 

 
P U B L I C A T I O N S 

 

 “Crossing Boundaries: English Education, Teaching Writing, and Connections to the Real World.” 
In Closing the Gap: English Educators Address the Tensions between Teacher Preparation and 
Teaching Writing in the Secondary School. Eds. Karen Keaton Jackson and Sandy Vavra. 
(Language, Literature, and Learning Series). Information Age Publishing. (September 2007). 

 

 “Composition Studies/English Education Connections.” (with W. Douglas Baker, Elizabeth 
Brockman, and Jonathan Bush). The Writing Instructor. www.writinginstructor.com (In press, 
2007) 

 

 "Becoming Centered: CEE Membership and Program Development" (by Jill Van Antwerp and 
Allen Webb with Tonya Perry, Kia Jane Richmond, and David Schaafsma).  English Education 
38.4 (July 2006). 

 

 “Tapping Creativity in the English Classroom” in “What Works for Me.” Teaching English in the 
Two-Year College 33.4 (May 2006): 462.  

 

 Introduction as Guest Editor. “Making Writing Matter.” Language Arts Journal of Michigan 21.1 
(Spring/Summer 2005): 4-5.   

 

 “Multiple Intelligences and Young Adult Literature: An Extended Conversation” (with Johanna  
Delorey) Language Arts Journal of Michigan 20.2 (Fall/Winter 2004): 23-30. 

 

 “Questioning Our Methods: Report on the Commission on English Methods Teaching and 
Learning” (with Alyson Whyte).  In “Conversations from the Commissions.”  Lynne Alvine, editor. 
English Education 36.4 (July 2004): 324- 28. 

 

 “An Unspoken Trust – Violated?” Journal of the Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on 
Learning 9 Winter 2003-2004): 58-63. 

 

 “Academic Service Learning in an English Methods Class: A Practical Approach.” Language Arts 
Journal of Michigan 19.1 (2003): 8-12. 

 

 “Repositioning Emotions in Composition Studies.” Composition Studies 30.1 (2002): 67-82. 
 

http://www.writinginstructor.com/


 “What a University Writing Course Really Looks Like.”  Illinois Association of Teachers of English 
       Bulletin.  Spring 2000.  (Neuleib, Janice and Claire C. Lamonica (with Toni Castellon, Mike 
       Martin, Killian McCurrie, Lee Nickoson, Petros Panoue, Kia Richmond, and Amy Ward).  

 

 “Believing and Doubting and Dialectic in the First-Year College Composition Classroom: Elbow’s 
Influence on One Teacher’s Pedagogy.”  Issues in Writing 10.2 (2000): 135-51. 

 

 “The Ethics of Empathy: Making Connections in the Writing Classroom.”  Journal of the Assembly 
for Expanded Perspectives on Learning 5 (Winter 1999-2000): 37-46. 

 

 “Making Connections: Philanthropy and the Speaking/Listening Class.”  Illinois Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages/Bilingual Education Newsletter 27.1(1999): 3, 6. 

 
R E V I E W S / S O L I C I T E D  A R T I C L E S   
 

 “Region XI Report” (with Tom Hyslop). The Michigan English Teacher 57.1 (May/June 2007): 2.  
 

 AEPL Fall 2005 Newsletter (Summaries of Summer Conference) 
http://aepl.iweb.bsu.edu/AEPLNews/2005Fall/2005Conference.htm  

 

 “Four 21
st
 Century English Education Textbooks: A review of The English Teacher's Companion: 

Complete Guide to Classroom, Curriculum, and the Profession (2
nd

 edition, Heinemann, 2003,) 
and Writing Reminders - Tools, Tips, and Techniques (Portsmouth: Boynton/Cook. 2003), both by 
Jim Burke; Looking to Write: Students Writing through the Visual Arts by Mary Ehrenworth 
(Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2003); and Bridging English (3

rd
 Edition) by Joseph O’Beirne Milner 

and Lucy Floyd Morcock Milner (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 2003).” Journal of 
Technical Writing and Communication (forthcoming 2005).  

 

 Rev. of Intertexts: Reading Pedagogy in College Writing Classrooms, edited by Marguerite 
Helmers. (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 2003. 251 pp). Journal of Technical Writing and 
Communication 
35.2 (2005): 221 – 226.  

 

 Rev. of Language and Image in the Reading-Writing Classroom: Teaching Vision, edited by 
Kristie S. Fleckenstein, Linda T. Calendrillo, and Demetrice A. Worley (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum, 2002. 233 pp.). Journal of Technical Writing and Communication 35.2 (2005): 229-234.  
 

 “Community Writing, Service Learning, and Composition Theory: A Review of Moving beyond 
Academic Discourse: Composition Studies and the Public Sphere by Christian R. Weisser 
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 2002. 145 pages); Community Action and Organizational 
Change: Image, Narrative, Identity by Brenton D. Faber (Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 2002. 
219 pages); Writing Partnerships: Service-Learning in Composition by Thomas Deans (Urbana: 
NCTE, 2000. 285 pages); and Community Writing: Researching Social Issues through 
Composition by Paul Collins (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 2001. 191 pages).” Journal of 
Technical Writing and Communication (2004). 
 

 “Outstanding NMU Teacher Educator Receives Award.” TEACH (Fall 2004) 1-2.   
 

 “Award for MCTE Executive Board Member and Long-time Teacher.” The Michigan English 
Teacher  54.3 (June 2004): 7.  

 

 “Stoking the Fire: Making Your Way in English Language Arts Professional Development.” 
Language Arts Journal of Michigan 20.1 (2004): 78-80.  

 

http://aepl.iweb.bsu.edu/AEPLNews/2005Fall/2005Conference.htm


 “Teacher Certification: National Possibilities.” Phi Delta Kappa (on-line book project). Northern 
Michigan University. http://myweb.nmu.edu/~pdk/projects.htm (2004).  

 
 “Sharing the Journey: New Teachers in Michigan Reflect on Their Experiences.” Language Arts 

Journal of Michigan (2004).  

 
 “Sharing the Self: Promoting the Human Side of Teaching through Reflection/Writing.” TEACH, 

Spring 2003: 2, 6.  
 

 “Academic Service Learning: Reflections and Resources.” TEACH, Fall 2003: 2-3. 
 

 Rev. of Writing Partnerships: Service-Learning in Composition, by Thomas Deans. Technical 
Communication Quarterly 11.4 (2002): 473-475 

 

 Rev. of Teaching Secondary English (2
nd

 edition), by Daniel Sheridan, and Handbook of 
Instructional Practices for Literacy Teacher-Educators, edited by Joyce E. Many. Journal of 
Technical Writing and Communication 32.3 (2002): 295-300. 

 
D I S S E R T A T I O N 
 

Reflections of/on the Teacher: Emotions and Disclosure in the Writing Classroom 
This dissertation establishes a model of investigation that emphasizes psychological inquiry and 
teacher reflection, offering writing instructors a pattern of research that will enrich future teaching as 
well as research in composition studies. This dissertation synthesizes strands of research begun by 
Alice Brand, Susan McLeod, and Lad Tobin, and explains how emotions – acknowledged and 
unacknowledged – can influence the power dynamic among writers, readers, and teachers of 
writing. 

 

T E A C H I N G   E X P E R I E N C E 
 

 NORTHERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – 2001 – present 
 English 110 – Good Books* 
 English 111 – College Composition* 
 English 205 – Introduction to Professional Writing* 

English 211B –Narrative and Descriptive Writing* 
 English 309 – The Teaching of Writing (English Education)* 

English 350 – The Teaching of English (English Education)* 
English 462/Education 462 – Literature for Young Adults* 
English 498/598 – Directed Studies* 
English 510 – Seminar in Composition* 
Education 450 – Seminar in Student Teaching* 
Education 495  Portfolios and Pedagogy* 
 
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY – 1997- 2001 
English 101 and English 101.10 – Language and Composition1*    
English 145 – Writing in the Disciplines* 
English 145H – Writing in the Disciplines (honors, learning community)* 
English 246 – Advanced Exposition* 
English 296 – The Teaching of Literature (English Education) 
English 400 – Pro-seminar in Composition (graduate class, with Claire Lamonica)* 
English as a Second Language – Speaking/Listening and Academic Lectures  
 

http://myweb.nmu.edu/~pdk/projects.htm


TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE – 1995 - 1997 
English 100 – Developmental Reading and Writing* 
English 101-102 – Expository/Argumentative Writing 

 
WYLIE MIDDLE SCHOOL – Wylie, Texas – 1990 - 1994 
English/Language Arts – Grades 6, 7, and 8. 
 
* Indicates computer-assisted class. 

 

A R E A S  O F   T E A C H I N G   C O M P E T E N C E / 
R E S E A R C H   I N T E R E S T S  
   
Teacher Reflection/Identity  Revision Strategies 
Teacher Preparation  Writing Processes 
First-year Composition  Composition Pedagogy     
Advanced Composition              Academic Service Learning 
English Education   Qualitative Methods of Research 
Emotions and Writing  Case Studies of Writers 
Psychology and Writing  Multiple Intelligence Theory  

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E    E X P E R I E N C E 
 
National and State 
Conference on English Education, CEE Leadership and Policy Summit. May 31 – June 2, 2007.  

Lake Forest College. Worked as one of one hundred national educators asked to 
cooperate in “Shaping English Education in the 21st Century: The Second CEE 
Leadership and Policy Summit” Chicago, Illinois.    

 
Promising Young Writers Advisory Committee, Appointed National Chair by NCTE’s Presidential 

Team (starting November 2005).  Advising NCTE staff liaison of changes that 
should be made to the PYW program; editing and approving final topic; finalizing 
scoring guides; reviewing judging procedures; attending national meetings.   

 
Michigan Council of Teachers of English. Appointed to Executive Board, October 2005. 
 
Registration Chair, Summer Conference. June 22-26, 2005. Assembly for Expanded 

Perspectives on Learning. “A Gathering in the Mountains: Celebrating the Life 
and Work of Jim Moffett. Estes Park, Colorado.  

 
Conference on English Education, CEE Leadership and Policy Summit. May 20-22, 2005, 

Georgia State University. Worked as one of sixty national educators asked to 
cooperate in “Reconstructing English Education for the 21st Century: A CEE 
Leadership and Policy Summit.” Atlanta, Georgia.   
 

Registration Chair, Summer Conference. June 24-27, 2004. Assembly for Expanded 
Perspectives on Learning. “Mapping Nonfiction: Inspiring a New Sense of the 
Terrain.” Estes Park, Colorado. 

 

Michigan State Coordinator for the Promising Young Writers Program, NCTE appointed 
position. October 2003 to May 2006. Organizing the Promising Young Writers 
contest for 8th graders in the state of Michigan, including recruiting judges and 
coordinating submissions.   
 



Chair, Commission on English Methods Teaching and Learning. November 2002 – present. 
Conference on English Education. National Council of Teachers of English.  

 
Membership Chair, NCTE’s Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning. October 2002 – 

July 2005. Coordinating membership services for AEPL members; recruiting and 
providing information for new members at NCTE, CCCC, and AEPL conventions; 
maintaining database for NCTE.  

 
Registration Chair, Summer Conference. June 26-29, 2003. Assembly for Expanded 

Perspectives on Learning. “Beyond Fear and Isolation.” Ithaca College, Ithaca, 
New York.  

 
Regional/Local  
Co-Director of English Education Program and Student-Teacher Supervisor, Northern Michigan  

University – Fall 2001-present. Working with students in English Education 
program in choosing courses, majors and minors; teaching methods courses; 
supervising students in the field during student-teaching practicum. 

 
Chair, Teacher Selection and Retention Committee, Northern Michigan University – Fall 2002 -  

present. Elected by committee members. Hearing student appeals and notifying
 appropriate personnel regarding committee’s decisions.  

 
Teacher Education Advisory Council, Northern Michigan University – 2001- 2005.  

Appointed by Director of Field Experiences. Working with student teacher 
supervisors and university supervisors to facilitate relationships with pre-service 
teachers in the schools.  Appointed to the Executive Board, Fall 2003.  

 
Chair, Secondary Education Program Review Committee, Northern Michigan University – Fall 
  2003 – present.  Appointed by Director of Field Experiences.  Meeting with 

methods teachers in all disciplines in secondary education to discuss 
programmatic issues within the teacher education program.  (also served as 
Secretary 2002-2003). 

 
Liberal Studies Committee – Fall 2003 – present. Appointed to serve as representative from  
  College of Arts and Sciences. Committee works to make decisions about the 

Liberal Studies program at NMU (required courses for all students).  
 

Composition Sub-committee, Northern Michigan University – Fall 2001 – present. Bi-weekly 
meeting with committee members to shape NMU’s writing program. 

 
P R E S E N T A T I O N S 
 
NATIONAL 
 
National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention.  November 2007 (New York, New 

York).  
 
 
Conference on College Composition and Communication. March 2006. “Teaching Writing to 

(Chicago, Illinois). Teachers of K-12: Different Passions, Similar Goals.” Special 
Interest Group for Connections between Composition and English Education. 



 
National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention.  November 2005 

(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). Chair. “Seeking Common Ground: Integrating 
Personal and Professional Spaces to Develop a Teaching Self.” CEE Strand.  

 
Conference on College Composition and Communication. March 2005. (San Francisco,  

California). “Gestalt, Multiple Intelligences, and Responding to/Assessing Student 
Work.” AEPL All-day Workshop: Assessing the Ineffable.  

  
National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention. November 2004. (Indianapolis, 
                         Indiana). “Teacher Identity, Personality, and Pedagogical Choices in the 

Teaching of Writing” with Mary-Kay Belant, Kilian McCurrie, and Jan Neuleib.  
 

Conference on English Education. November 2004. (Indianapolis, Indiana).  Commission 
on English Methods, Teaching and Learning. Chair and discussion leader.  

 
NCTE’s Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning Annual Summer Conference. 

June 2004. (Estes Park, Colorado). “Creating Nonfiction Through Dialogue: An 
Interactive Workshop” with Diane Sautter. 
 

Conference on College Composition and Communication. March 2004. (San Antonio, 
Texas). “Composition and English Education: Making Connections that Matter.” 

 
National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention. November 2003. (San  

Francisco, California). “Preparing Future Teachers to be Partners in Learning: 
Academic Service Learning in English Methods.”  

 

Conference on English Education. November 2003. (San Francisco, California). 
Commission on English Methods, Teaching and Learning. Chair and discussion 
leader.  

 
Conference on College Composition and Communication. March 2003 (New York, New 

York). “Emotions and Disclosure in the Writing Classroom” and “Spirituality and 
Emotions in the Teaching of Writing.”  
 

Conference on English Education. March 2003. (New York, New York).  Commission on   
English Methods, Teaching and Learning. Interim chair and discussion leader.  

 
Conference on College Composition and Communication.  Special Interest Group.  

 March 2002 (Chicago, Illinois). “Talking and Walking Faith: Spiritual Issues in the 
Writing Classroom”  

 
Conference on College Composition and Communication.  Assembly for Expanded 

Perspectives on Learning Pre-convention Workshop.  March 2001 
(Denver, Colorado). “Self-Actualization in the First-Year Writing Classroom: Carl 
Rogers as a Bridge between Expressivism and Social Constructionism.” 

 
National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention.  November 2000 

(Milwaukee, Wisconsin). “Reading and Writing Reflectively across Boundaries.”  
With Rhonda Nicol, Kilian McCurrie, and William Banks. 

 



The Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning Annual Conference.  June 
1999 (Estes Park, Colorado). “The Ethics of Empathy: Making Connections in 

the Writing Classroom.” 
 
REGIONAL AND STATE 
Michigan Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention. October 2005. (Lansing, 

 Michigan). “Teaching Mental Health through Literature: Strategies and 

Suggestions.ò 
 

Michigan Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention. October 2004.  
 (Lansing, Michigan). “Multiple Intelligences and Young Adult Literature: Reader 

Response Goes Technicolor!” 
 

Michigan Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention. October 2002, 2003. 
 (Lansing, Michigan). Represented National Board for Professional Teaching 

Standards by providing pamphlets and meeting with individuals. Also recruited 
for The Promising Young Writers contest for Michigan.  

 
Thirty-Sixth Annual Community College and University English Articulation 

Conference.  April 2000 (Monticello, Illinois). “Selves in the Mirror: An Exploration 
of Teacher and Student Reflection.”  With William Banks  and Kilian McCurrie. 

 
Heads of Illinois Secondary English Departments Conference.  April 2000 

(Normal, Illinois). “Using Portfolios to Assess Writing.” 
 

LOCAL 
“There’s a Madness to Our Methods; We’re Crazy for Teaching” – February 2004. Teacher  

 Education Advisory Council. NMU. 
 

Northern Michigan University’s Psychology Department. October 2003. Colloquium: “Emotions 
(and the Teaching of) Writing.” NMU. 

 
Northern Michigan University’s Sigma Tau Delta. October 2003. Colloquium: “Creative 

Nonfiction: A Slippery Notion." NMU.  
 
Upper Peninsula Writing Project. August 2003 (Big Bay, Michigan). “Emotions and the Teaching 

of Writing.”  
 
Northern Michigan University’s English Department. “Teachers Talking about Teaching”  

 Colloquium. “Emotions and Teaching Writing.” NMU 
 

Northern Michigan University’s English Graduate Symposium.  October 2001 (Marquette, 
Michigan) “Questions, Nothing but Questions.” NMU 

 
P R O F E S S I O N A L   M E M B E R S H I P S / A W A R D S  

 National Council of Teachers of English 

 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (certified EA/ELA) 

 Conference on English Education 

 Conference on College Composition and Communication  

 Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning 



 Michigan Council of Teachers of English  

 Community Partner of the Year, Teaching Family Homes, 2007. 

 Excellence in Professional Development Award, NMU, 2006-2007. 

 Freshman Fellowship/Research Program, NMU. 2003, 2004.  

 Grant for Academic Service Learning in Teacher Education, NMU. Winter 2002. 

 Lowe-Van Houten Award, English Department, ISU. 2001. 

 Center for the Advancement of Teaching Travel Grant, ISU. Spring 2001. 

 Taimi Maria Ranta Award (ISU), Honorable Mention, 1999.  
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