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Join the NMU  
Native American  

Student  
Association!  

 

Meetings are Thursdays at 5 p.m. 
112 Whitman 

 
 

Native month activities include the First Nations Food 
Taster, film series, guest speakers, and other great events 

 

To learn more, attend a meeting (all are welcome) or e-mail nasa@nmu.edu. 
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New Coordinator for Native American Student Empowerment Initiative at NMU  

Building Bee Houses!  

 Can you imagine a world without chocolate, berries, pears or grapes? Bees 
pollinate all of these foods! Okay, the U.P. is not known for producing chocolate, 
but we got your attention! Bees are disappearing at alarming rates. NMU stu-

dents volunteered their time to help the native 
Mason bees with their residential needs. 
 On Saturday, October 3, NMU students 
from NASA and others gathered together with 
youth from the Marquette Title VII program to 
build and paint bee houses at the Marquette 
Commons. Levi Tadgerson took the lead to get all 
of the supplies (some donated!) and prepared the 
kits ahead of time. NMU students prepared the 
room by covering the tables and floors. Students 
then prepared the kits by drilling pieces of wood 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǊƻƻŦǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  

Photo: students paint bee houses. 
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around the Upper Great Lakes region 
for a number of years and he loves to 
learn new songs. He is studying social 
work and Native American Studies. 

Photo: (left) Working hard in the office. 
Photo: (below) Can he eat a piece of fry 
bread bigger than his head? 
NASEI is made possible by a grant from the  
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community. 

drums using the hides, and 
making wooden Native 
flutes.  Other ideas included 
snow snake competitions in 
the winter, community 
beadwork project (underway 
soon), Anishinaabe language 
and warrior games. 
He is open to suggestions as 
well but in the meantime 

hopes that Native students and others 
will get involved with the Center and 
these activities.  
 Joe also is active with NASA and 
after each meeting brings out the drum  
for anyone to sing. Students and  
community members alike join in on  
Thursday evenings. All are welcome. 
 Joe has been singing at pow wows  

 WƻŜ ά{Ŏƻǘǘέ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ 
the new coordinator for 
the Native American  
Student Empowerment 
Initiative at the Center for 
Native American Studies.  
 NASEI has already 
hosted several activities 
this semester including a 
basket making workshop 
with Kelly Church, the annual Fall Open 
House, Bizshaagek Ezaasegokwaadek  
ς tŀƪǿŜȊƘƛƎŀƴ ό[ŜǘΩǎ DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Eat some Fry Bread) a very popular 
event with over 40 people, a road trip 
to the annual MTU pow wow and build-
ing bee houses (see article below).  
 Future workshop ideas include: 
tanning deer hides, making hand  


