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Join the Native American Student  
Association! Meetings are Thursdays at 
5p.m. in the Whitman Commons. Possible 
fall activities include - 
*building bee houses  
*weekly singing/drum socials  
*powwow road trips  
*warrior games  
*and other socials  
 

To find out more, contact NASA president  
Connie Goudreau at nasa@nmu.edu.  
 
Photo: Recent NMU Graduate, Chad Nedeau  
Hannahville pow wow June 2009  
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By Martin Reinhardt 
 

 Every year at camp is unique in some way from previous years. Whether it is  
meeting the new students, or seeing how much the returning students have 
grown and matured, or the changes in line-up of camp activities, I am always ex-
cited about getting back to camp. 
 IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {¢9a ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ-campus activities 
at Northern Michigan University and off-campus activities at Camp Nesbit (see 
photos inside). Students stayed in the NMU residence halls, ate in the Wildcat 
Den, and attended classes that focused on Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). Campers also stayed at Camp Nesbit and participated in a 
range of team building and youth leadership development activities. Current 
NMU students (as well as former students) served as mentors and teachers dur-
ing the two-ǿŜŜƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ¢ƛƴŀ aƻǎŜǎΣ WƻƘƴƴȅ wƻŘπ
riguez, Lori Boulley, Levi Tadgerson, Sam Hill, Chad Nadeau, Leora Tadgerson, and Wade Wiratalla. 
 One of the most important aspects of both camps is the integration of American Indian cultural traditions. The camps 
originate from a movement to establish summer programs for Native youth that are culturally based and incorporate a medi-
cine wheel approach to the curriculum and instruction. The National Indian Youth Leadership Project (NIYLP) served as a 
model for the development of the camps.         (continued on page 4) 

Inside this Issue  
 

Filmmaker  
Georgina Lightning  

visits NMU 
* 

40th anniversary of the 
Takeover of Alcatraz 

*  
NMU student attends 

SAIGE conference 
*  

Protect The Earth 
Gathering and more. 

 

Students serve as mentors during annual STEM program for Native Youth at NMU  

ZAAGKII project works with local youth volunteers  
By Levi Tadgerson 

Lƴ !ƴƛǎƘƛƴŀŀōŜƳƻǿƛƴΣ ½ŀŀƎƪƛƛ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ 
or so youth volunteers have spent time doing pollinator 
protection work throughout the Marquette area working 
with the Zaagkii Initiative, otherwise known as the Wings 
and Seeds Project. The main objective is to bring aware-
ƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
in, and to do community work to preserver their presence here in Marquette. 
 
Importance of Pollination 
 Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
the little things really are to us. Without everyday things like butterflies and bees we 
would not be able to supply ourselves with something as simple as fruit and vegetables 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
edible vegetation would disappear in a mere four years. 
 Jon Magnuson, Director of the Cedar Tree Institute, told the volunteers a story about 
a picture he ran across of a Chinese woman in an  

continued on page 2 

NMU student Chad Nedeau teaches participants how 

to make and edit movies.  
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(ZAAGKIIτ/ƻƴǘΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

apple orchard standing on a ladder pol-
linating the apple blossoms with a 
paintbrush. Her official job was to 
touch each flower on the tree with the 
paintbrush, then move the ladder to 
another tree and continue this process 
until each tree in the orchard was polli-
ƴŀǘŜŘΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻπ
tecting our pollinators, jobs like this 
could easily be a necessity across North 
America. 
 

Our Pollinators 
 One job the youth had during the 
Zaagkii project was to learn about and 
be able to teach things about native 
pollinators. Each of the facts that fol-
low are things that I was taught by one 
or more of the youth volunteers: 
 There are two kinds of pollination, 
mechanical and biological. An example 
of mechanical being the wind, while 
biological would be bees or butterflies. 

 There are 4,000 different kinds of 
bees in the world, and many of the 
bees in are our area are either non-
native or are encroached upon by non-
native species. 
 Monarch butterflies are a huge 
pollinator in North America. They make 
a 2,000-mile yearly trip from 
Northern America/Canada to 
Angangueo, Mexico. They ride 
the thermal winds and can fly 
нлллΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƻǊ муέ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 
ground. They lay their eggs on 
the milkweed plant, which cater-
pillars eat to make themselves 
toxic to predators. Milkweed is 
the only plant on which they will 
lay their eggs. 

ZAAGKII (that which comes from the Earth) Project  

afternoon helping the kids build the 
houses.  The next two days two artists 
came in and helped the kids paint their 
houses whichever way they chose. 
There were 36 uniquely made in all. 
 On July 14 the Cedar Tree Institute 
had its annual celebration at the 
Presque Isle pavilion, with Zaagkii being 
the main component. There was live 
music, dinner, speeches, and prayer in 
Finnish, Ojibwe, Lutheran and Bud-
dhist. Bee houses were raffled off to 
guests attending the dinner.  One of 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
butterfly houses will be sent to Wash-
ington, D.C., while another will be sent 
to the Forest Service in Milwaukee. 
Channel 10 News did a special on the 
activities that took place here. 
 On July 24 the volunteers attended 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
powwow in Baraga for the day. 

Photo Above: Levi and Leora Tadgerson with Jan 
Schultz from the U.S. Forest Service.  
 

On August 3, Levi and Leora Tadgerson  
presented on the ZAAGKII Project to 
the U.S. Forest Service department 
heads in Milwaukee, Wis. Many of the 
Forest Service employees were very 
impressed with the project and with 
these NMU students as presenters. 

 Some bats, fruit bats for example, 
are big pollinators. Surprisingly mos-
ǉǳƛǘƻΩǎ  ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΦ 
 

Pollinator Preservation and Volun-
teer Projects 
 The volunteers did a number of 
projects during the Zaagkii Initiative. 
They went and visited two beekeepers. 
A few of the youth walked next to the 
beehives and were surrounded by 
thousands of honeybees. Some of the 
volunteers were courageous enough to 
hold some drones from the hive. No-
body was stung! 
 Youth volunteers went to Dancing 
Crane Farm and saw the product of 
pollination. They toured the local farm 
to see how an organic farm works and 
learned why they are more environ-
mentally friendly than their larger 
counterparts.  
 To end their day at Dancing Crane, 
the youth, spent an hour weeding the 
their hosts garden. It was a great learn-
ing experience and teambuilding activ-
ity for them. 
 The youth visited Laughing White-
fish Falls and took a guided tour of the 
local plant life from the Ojibwe per-
spective. Each volunteer learned the 
names for different native plants along 
with the edible and or medicinal uses 
for each. Each one had to take a plant 
back to town and teach everyone else 
what they learned about their plant of 
choice. 
 The youth also built Bee Houses 
from scratch. The bee houses are de-
signed to attract and house Mason 
Bees, a native Bee of the area. They 
had a carpenter come in and spend the  

continued on the next page 
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 Mining in the Upper Peninsula has a long history of mining, but unknown to most people, the Native Americans of the 
area also have a long lost history of mining. The Ojibwe of Lake Superior have mined and built things out of copper from as 
long ago as 3000-7000 years ago, depending on who you ask. The copper of the Ojibwe is unique because it has 5% silver 
mixed in making the copper traceable throughout the world. 
 One way the copper was mined was by lighting a fire on top of the vein and pouring water over it to soften the metal. 
The copper was then beaten out of the earth with large stone hammers. During the cold winter months water was put into 
the cracks to make it easier to mine during the summer months. The copper was made into knives, arrowheads, fishing 
hooks, jewelry, bowls, and much more. 

Copper medicine bowls were used in healing ceremonies. Copper kills bacteria in 
water, which is why it was used in bowls then and in plumbing today. The bowls 
were, and still are, made but putting borax on the copper and putting it into a fire 
until red hot, then putting it into cold water to soften the metal. The copper was 
then put on top of a log and beaten with a rock in a circular pattern starting in the 
center working outward.  This process was done many times. A single bowl could 
take hours or even days to make. 
 In the Upper Peninsula, Wade 
Wiratalla is the only person who 
teaches the history and process of mak-
ing copper medicine bowls. He has been 
doing it for more than a decade and 
does his workshops in a manner that 
young kids and elders are able to easily 
participate.  His workshops are an excit-
ing look into an almost forgotten part of 
the Ojibwe past that also gives students 
a nice take-home product. 

NMU Alumnus Wade Wiratalla shares his talent at STEM program.  

More photos from STEM program  

Photo below: A camper works on his copper bowl 

during STEM program at Camp Nesbit. 

Photo above: Two STEM camp participants work on 

copper bowls while at Camp Nesbit. 
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Captions for photos below are on page 8. 


