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Instructor: April E. Lindala

If you are near or on campus,

I am located in 112 Whitman Hall
Phone: 906-227-1397

Skype: April E. Lindala
Appointments are best. | am willing to
chat with you via WebCT or via SKYPE.

EMAIL: alindala@nmu.edu

Please, please, please put NAS 204 FO9 in the subject line. Thank you. NOTE: | will do my best to
respond in a timely manner, but | cannot guarantee an answer during evenings and weekends (or when | am gone
to conferences which will happen twice during this semester).

Website for the Center for Native American Studies: www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans

Teaching Philosophy (Active Learning Credo)

- What | hear, | forget

- What | hear & see, | remember a little

- What | hear, see & ask questions about or discuss with someone else, | begin to understand
- What | hear, see, discuss, and do, | acquire knowledge

- What | teach to another, | master

You will be provided with information on Native America today through various texts including films,

books, websites, presentations and handouts. lamnot 0 KS S ELISNI 2 Yy GKS abl (A @
No single Native person and no single Native community have all the answers either. That is what

makes this class interesting. | am very willing to make myself available for assistance. Simply contact me

to make an appointment to chat with me or Skype me.

Please review all of these pages carefully. There will be a sample quiz open on WebCT
that will be open the first week to test you on the syllabus information. It is also there
to give you an opportunity to see what a real quiz might look like from this course.

Also, while you are reviewing the course content, please be ready to ask me questions.
This is your first assignment.


http://www.nmu.edu/nativeamericans
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Overview and Purpose of the Course

This class is an introduction to Native American history, culture, attitudes, and issues. Information on
Native education, history, ideology, music, athletics, art, activists, culture, literature, media, film, and
politics will be discussed.

Although there are thousands of Native role models, you will be introduced to some outstanding
Native leaders, politicians, activists, poets, athletes, musicians and educators (both historical and
contemporary):

* Joseph Brant (Mohawk) * John Trudell (Lakota)

* Richard Oakes (Mohawk) * Jim Thorpe (Sauk & Fox)

* Sequoyah (Cherokee) * AIM (the American Indian Movement)
* John Herrington (Choctaw) * Charlene Teeters

* Joy Harjo (Muskogee) * Codetalkers of WWII

* Winona LaDuke (Anishinaabe) * Buffy Ste. Marie (Cree)

* Louise Erdrich (Anishinaabe) * Robbie Robertson (Mohawk)

* Sherman Alexie (Spokane/Couer d'Alene) and many more.

* Ada Deer (Menominee)

Although there are hundreds of different tribes, we will examine six specific groups.

* Haudenosaunee (better known as the Six Nations or Iroquois Confederacy)

* Five "Civilized Tribes" * Anishinaabe (also known as Three Fires Confederacy)
* Menominee (Wild Rice people) * Lakota/Dakota/Nakota (better known as the Sioux)

* Dine' (better known as the Navajo)

We will also investigate six "ERAS" of Native America post European contact:

* First Contact & Treaties * Indian Removal
* Assimilation & Allotment * Reorganization
* Termination & Relocation * Self-Determination

We will also explore issues within and challenges that affect Native America:

* what is sovereignty? * what is a treaty?
* identity issues, stereotypes & sports mascots * Indian boarding schools
* health issues, * Indian Civil Rights
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You will also be introduced to a few words of Anishinaabemowin (Ojibwe language).
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call a "buffet" of information, again both historical and contemporary!!! If you are interested in specific

aspects of Native American Studies, our Center offers several courses that examine specific topics. You

can also obtain a minor in Native American Studies.
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Text, Materials and Other Important Items

Books:

Books & Islands in Ojibwe Country [Erdrich]

Reservation Blues [Alexie]

The Seventh Generation: Native Students Speak Out about Finding the Good Path (Will be on WebCT)

Films:

"Smoke Signals" (you will need to rent on your own ¢ do not wait to do this!)

" UNREPENTANT: Kevin Annett and Canada's Genocide€ (see Unit 3 folder on WebCT for embedded video)
"Thunderheart" (you will need to rent on your own ¢ do not wait to do this!)

Articles/Essays: | have scanned articles/essays for you to read. You will find these on WebCT in the unit
they will be assigned (each unit has its own folder under the course content page).

Power Points: Each session will have several power points; review these carefully as if you were reading
a text. Do not trust dial-up or wireless with these power points. Do your best to download with high
speed internet if at all possible. Some of the longer, more challenging power points will have guides to
assist you. SUGGESTION - download as much as you can to your hard drive as soon as they are posted
on WebCT. This way you will have them at your leisure and can review them often.

Website Review: Within several power point presentations, | have linked to certain websites that offer
more information about the topic we're discussing. Please do not ignore these websites. AlsoXyou need
to view them as a Gslide showé€ to have proper access to all web links. Some are YOUTUBE videos, some
might be interviews with a person being highlighted.
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How Do | Earn Points?

I. You will compose six responses on readings, power points and/or movies. Responses can be handed
in early, but cannot be handed in late. So the responses from unit 2 cannot be handed in when unit 5
is due. Each unit you will be asked questions about the readings, power points, films, etc. Please follow
directions within each unit folder on WebCT regarding these responses.

Il. You will take three on-line quizzes. All material assigned to that point is fair game. You will have
multiple attempts for the SAMPLE QUIZ to get a feel for the quizzes. You will have a 25-minute time limit
for each actual quiz. If you need additional time due to a documented disability, please have the
Disability Student Services Coordinator contact me as soon as possible to make arrangements.

lll. You will compose two lengthy written assignments -- one on the text Reservation Blues and one on
the text Books and Islands in Ojibwe Country. Look for 6Book Assignment Overview€ on the course
content page for these instructions. Read instructions carefully.

IV. Extra credit is not replacement credit. If you do not hand in all of the required assignments, any
extra credit you do will not be counted. You are limited to 50 points of extra credit.

Because | often print off several attachments at once...BE SURE to include YOUR NAME on ALL
ATTACHMENTS you submit. You wouldn@believe how many students hand in work with no
name (thinking your e-mail address is it will not work).

And since this class is on-line, | wanted to make the syllabus as clear and concise as possible for
your benefit. Pleaseletmekn2 4 A F @ 2dz KI @S |[jASRAVN@Y aDBNISG § X
your syllabus to take the SAMPLE QUIZ.

Your weekly rundown begins on the next page.
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Unit 1 - Complete Unit 1 by Tuesday, September 8

REVIEW SYLLABUS CAREFULLY & TAKE ON-LINE SAMPLE QUIZ at least once by Tuesday, Sept 1 at 10 p.m.
Read: Reservation Blues -- Chapters 1-6

Power Point: Indian Identity & Stereotypes

Power point: Haudenosaunee

Power point: Who is Joseph Brant?

Power point: Who is Sherman Alexie?

Film:d { Y21 S {ydudiyf hedd & &ent this on your own)

Handouts: didentitye | NI A Of S& | Yy Rnwebgf) CNI y 1t Ay Saal &

Due on Monday, August 31 by 10 p.m. ET ¢ Ask me TWO Questions (Instructions on WebCT).

Due on Tuesday, Sept 8 by 10 p.m. ET: Response on Unit 1 (review grading rubric later in this syllabus)

Unit 2 - Complete Unit 2 by Thursday, September 24 QUIZ #1 OPEN 9/24 at 6 am ¢ 9/27 at 10 pm

Read: Reservation Blues -- Chapter 7-10 End

Power Point: Era of First Contact

Power Point: Sovereignty & Treaties

Power point: Five Civilized Tribes

Power point: Who is Sequoyah?

Power point: Era of Indian Removal

Due on Thursday, September 24 by 10 p.m. ET: Response on unit 2 (Instructions on WebCT).

Due Monday, September 28 by 10 p.m. ET: Assighment #1 on Reservation Blues

Unit 3 - Complete Unit 3 by Tuesday, October 13

Read: Books & Islands in Ojibwe Country -- Chapter 1- 3

Film: " UNREPENTANT: Kevin Annett and Canada's Genocideé (video is within Unit 3 folder)
Power point: Era of Assimilation (End of Treaties, Dawes Act)

Power point: Anishinaabe

Power point: Who is Winona LaDuke?

PowerPoint: 02 K G Aa | LlR2g 626KE

Power Point: Native American Cultural Persistence through Music

Power Point: Who is Robbie Robertson?

Due on Tuesday, October 13 by 10 p.m. ET: Response on unit 3 (Instructions on WebCT).
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Unit 4 Complete Unit 4 by Thursday, Oct 29 QUIZ #2 OPEN 10/29 at 6 am ¢ 11/1 at 10 pm
Read: Books & Islands in Ojibwe Country -- Chapter 4-5 (end)

Power Point: Era of Indian Reorganization

Power Point: Menominee

Power Point: Who is Ada Deer?

Power Point: The Termination & Relocation Era

Power Point: Era of Self-Determination

Due on Thursday, October 29 by 10 p.m. ET: Response on unit 4 (Instructions on WebCT).
Due Monday, November 2 by 10 p.m. ET: Assignment #2 on Books & Islands.

Unit 5 - Complete Unit 5 by Tuesday, November 17

Read: Intro, Chapters 1 & Excerpts of Chapter2,3& 4G { S@SY (G K DSYSNI GA2yY bl GA@GS
Power Point: Lakota/Dakota/Nakota

Power point: Who is Vine Deloria?

Power Point: American Indian Civil Rights Movement (Alcatraz & Wounded Knee)

Power Point: Who/what is A.I.M.?

Power Point: Who is John Trudell?

Film:d ¢ Kdzy RSNXK S NIi ¢

Due on Tuesday, November 17 by 10 p.m. ET: Response on unit 5 (Instructions on WebCT).

Unit 6 - Complete Unit 6 by Thursday, December 3 QUIZ #3 OPEN 12/3 at 6 am ¢ 12/6 at 10 pm

Read: 9 EOSNLII A 2F /KIFILIWIGISNI p (2 GKS 9yR 2F a{SOSyiK D!
Power Point: Health Issues in Indian Country

Power Point: 5 A Yy S Q

Power Point: Native American Athletes

Power Point: Who is Jim Thorpe?

Power Point: Behind the Lens and on the Screen

ALL EXTRA CREDIT Due by Wednesday (12/2) by noon E.T. ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!

Due on Thursday, Dec 3 by 6 p.m. ET: Response on unit 6 (Instructions on WebCT).
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Course Expectations & Policies

Assignments: All written assignments and responses MUST be typed and double-spaced using Arial, Calibri,

Garamond or Times New Roman at 12 point font. Each page must have 1 inch margins (not 1.25).
Answers need not be tabbed/indented.

WebCT: Use your power points, discussion boards, study mates and the glossary (usually severely
underused). Consider the "Questions for April" discussion board if you have a question concerning the class
and/or content (10 other students might have the same question).

ON-LINE Assistance: Contact the NMU help desk *right away* if your WebCT is not working or if you are
experiencing difficulties (906-227-2468). Trouble with technology is not an excuse for not taking quizzes or
handing in work. Make certain you have access to WebCT and that your computer is working properly.

Extra Credit: | offer plenty of opportunities for you to earn extra credit. However, extra credit is not
replacement credit. If you do not complete your assignments, you lose your right to earning extra credit
points. Take advantage of extra credit early in the semester. You are limited to 50 points of earned extra
credit. (This means | may *grant* some extra credit above and beyond those 50 points)

Class Etiguette: Communicate with respect. Respect those around you, play well with others and think of any
class discussion as if you were in the board room -- not the water cooler.

Grammar: Please do not use slang (please, please, please). This is a college course. It is not MYSPACE or
FACEBOOK and it is REALLY not Instant Messaging or Texting. Follow proper grammar rules in all of your
assignments. Use MLA style for all written assignments.

Plagiarizing is considered academic dishonesty. You may fail the assignment or even the class. Worse yet,
you may be charged with academic dishonesty which is then put in your permanent academic file.

Shopping/Dropping: L Q@S R2Yy S KybEknod $ou drefgding 1 @rop Ahis eass within the first
week, please let me know. No hard feelings.

What did | get myself into? If you are having a tough time, let me know early. | am willing to work with you.
BUT let me know early enough. Do not come to me during week 5 with hopes to review the entire semester.

b a ] Q a-Dikci#minhation Statement

Northern Michigan University does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
height, weight, marital status, familial status, handicap/disability, sexual orientation, or veteran status in employment or the
provision of services, and provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation including auxiliary aids and services necessary
to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in all programs and activities. Anyone having civil
rights inquiries may contact the Equal Opportunity Office, 502 Cohodas Hall, telephone number 906-227-2420.

ADA Statement:
If you have a need for disability related accommodations or services, please inform the Coordinator of Disability Services in
the Dean of Students office located in 2001 Hedgcock Building (227-1700).

Reasonable and effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if request are made in a timely manner,
with appropriate documentation, in accordance with federal, state and University guidelines.
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POINTS POSSIBLE GRADING SCALE

Description Points A [95-100% (475-500
Two Questions Week 1 20 A- |00-93%  450-474

B+ [87-89%  |435-449

Book Assignments (2 @ 45 pts each) 90
B 84-86%  (420-434

50 pts - (1] 4 =

C  |74-76%  [370-384
— C-  |[70-73%  [350-369
Grand Total D+ [67-69%  |335-349
D  64-66%  [320-334
D-  [60-63%  [300-319

[Extra Credit]
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HOW WILL | BE GRADED on written work? (KNOW THIS)

G { dzLIJS NR 2 NE

Structure: Evident, understandable and appropriate. Strong transitions from point to point.

Use of evidence: Primary source (text) information used to support every point with at least one example
(from text). Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph.

Analysis: Author clearly relates evidence to "mini-thesis" (topic sentence); analysis is fresh and exciting,
posing new ways to think of the material.

GD22R¢

Structure: Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally.

Use of evidence: Examples from text used to support most points. Some evidence does not support point, or
may appear where inappropriate. Quotes well integrated into sentences.

Analysis: Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear.

oBorderline¢

Structure: Generally unclear, often wanders or jumps around. Few or weak transitions.

Use of evidence: Examples used to support some points. Points often lack supporting evidence, or evidence
used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes poorly integrated into
sentences.

Analysis: Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to mini-thesis (or there is a weak mini-thesis to
support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote.

"Needs Help"
Structure: Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and unclear. Few

topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Very few or very weak examples. General failure to support statements, or evidence
seems to support no statement. Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in improper manner.
Analysis: Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable argument,
or no evidence to relate it to.

OPoor or Failingé
Shows minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment. Very difficult to understand owing to
major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis.
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List of Films - Extra Credit Opportunities

Some of these films listed below will be difficult to find, but not impossible. | own some of them and will
allow students to view them at an arranged time in the Center for Native American Studies. Sorry, |
cannot grade films | have not viewed. The viewing list is below. These will be worth 10 points IF they
following the instructions below. This is not simply a film report.

EACH extra credit response *must* address two of the three following questions. Responses must be
minimum of 300 words (total). Remember to do your best to view these films from a 'Native'
perspective.

#1 - If art is a reflection of life - how does this film represents the American Indian/First

Nations/Indigenous experience? Provide at least three examples.

#2 - Does the film break or further existing stereotypes of American Indians?

Provide at least three examples of how and in what situation.

#3 - How does the primary "character(s)" address or deal with their specific situation (identify the

situation)? What is the outcome?

DO NOT FORGET -- cite all sources!! Extra credit responses will be graded just as assignments. Just because you
hand something in does not mean you automatically earn the maximum amount of points.

*Documentaries

TWO THUMBS UP

Dance Me Outside

The Business of Fancy Dancing

*A Tattoo on My Heart

*Incident at Oglala

*Warrior: The Life of Leonard Peltier
Whale Rider (Indigenous Australia)
Rabbit Proof Fence (Indigenous Australia)
Pow Wow Highway

Spirit Rider

Doe Boy

Hank Williams: First Nations

The Broken Chain

Christmas in the Clouds

Lakota Woman

American Indian Graffiti
Dreamkeeper

Skins

Trudell

ONE THUMB UP
(this isn't to say | don't like these films -- just be mindful to
respond to them from a "native" perspective).

Black Cloud

Squanto: A Warrior's Tale

Naturally Native

Johnny Tootall

Running Brave (Story of Billy Mills)
Tecumseh: The Last Warrior

Geronimo (feature film with Wes Studi)
Geronimo: Legend (made of TV movie - better than the film)
Dances with Wolves

Black Robe

Last of the Mohicans

Last of the Dogmen

Son of the Morning Star

Last of His Tribe (Ishi)

Windtalkers



